Celebrating the Beaches Chess Club -
Toronto Champions 100 years ago

by Erik Malmsten
Presentation given at the Beaches Library February 13, 2018.

I was an enthusiastic chess player growing up in Spruce Hill Road schools Balmy Beach and St.
the Bobby Fischer era. Back then a Gallop Poll Dennis both won city championships:

revealed that 20% of Canadians played chess. In
New City Hall, ex-Beacher John Sewell pulled
out a chessboard during futile city council
meetings. [

Balmy Beach chess champs
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In 1972, the new Kew Beach Chess Club in the
Beaches Library counted 50 members, although
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There were over 50 teams in the high school
league. I played on the Malvern A team (I’m at
the back with my hand on my chin), and we sold
pop at school dances to pay for equipment:

Malvern had a chess club with 25 members as
early as 1931. A cartoon from the Malvern Muse
1931:

Matvern Muse 1831
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Louis Hartley Graham

Louis Graham (of Balsam Avenue and earlier on
Beech Avenue) was born in 1864 near
Walkerton, Ontario. A teacher at Malvern when
it opened in 1904, he was the Science Master
and President of the Literary Society. In 1923,
he became President of the Beaches Chess Club
at St. John's Norway. Unfortunately in April

1924, he was hit by a passing vehicle as he
exited a car on Hannaford Street and died from a
head injury. It would be fitting if the school had
a chess championship trophy named after him.
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Mr. L. H. Graham, MAA.
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Charles David Lennox

Beaches Chess Club President for the next few
years was Charles Lennox who lived on Patricia
Drive, southeast of Danforth and Woodbine.
Born in Toronto in 1862, he was a member of
the Queen's Own Rifles, played lacrosse, and
lawn bowled for Kew Beach. He was also a
warden of St. John's Norway and, in 1920, had
played on the Hydro chess team.

He and older brother Edward, both architects,
designed City Hall, the King Edward Hotel, St.
Paul's, and others. Was it he who placed chess



rooks above the Casa Loma stables? In the
1990s the castle hosted an annual chess master
invitational and the TDSB school chess
championships (TPSCA President was Dale
Davis of Bowmore Road Public School, who
grew up on Spruce Hill Road).

Charles A. Crompton

From 1940 to the 1970s the Toronto Star had a
chess column by Charles A. Crompton. It was
later squished between the comic strip columns,
my favourite page, so | would have seen the
chess diagrams before learning how to play.

Crompton lived on Scarboro Beach Boulevard.
He was born in Liverpool, England in 1912. In
the 1890s Liverpool claimed to have the world's
largest chess club, with 150 members.
Crompton played in two Canadian
Championships and once won the Toronto
Championship. He started as a bank clerk and
became an accountant.

TORANTO C.C. PRESIDENT 3 ‘
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CHARLES A. CROMPTON, rccently
rlected president of the Toronto Chess
Club unopposed. to fill the vac¢ancy due
to the forced retirement of B. M. Ander-
son. Mr. Cromptlon is one of tlic out-
standing of the younger set of local
players. and has periornied creditably in
tiie tournament i whicli he regularly an-
ticipates. On the board of the T.TC.
for some years. he has shown undivided |
ivlnu'rrac in the club's progress |

Howard Frank Ridout

Around 1970 | played in a tournament for boys
and girls held on a weekend at Neil McNeil
High School. I was proud to go home with a big
wooden chessboard. The event was run by this
guy with bushy white hair, Howard Ridout, who
would walk down from his house off of Gerrard
Street.

Ridout was born northeast of Woodbine and
Danforth in 1914. When Ridout himself was a
teenager, he played at the Beaches Chess Club,
walking down from Danforth and Donlands.

Photos from his son Jack:

In a 1933 simultaneous exhibition, where one
strong player plays many others simultaneously,
Ridout was the only one of 34 to defeat Frank
Marshall, the American Champion! And he did
it in only a few moves. Ridout was a tricky
player known for crazy openings.
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Beats Marshall
U.S. Gmpio-:th 26
and Draws 7 in. Simul-

taneous Chess

Second board player of the un-|
defeated Beaches Chess Club League |
team, H. F. Ridout was the one and
only In Saturday night's lme-up olig
34 players In the Jordan CC. sudl- £
torium successful against the United | £

States champion, Prank J. Marshall |
Young Ridout scored afound the
half-way mark of a hard session of
over five hours, afier developing an
attack that forced e visiting master
to surrender a plece to avoid &8 mat-
ing combination. al

-
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ember 20 1933

’Evenmg Telegr

Marshall — Ridout
12. Bd3 Nxd4 13. 0-0 ...

13... Nxf3

Ridout played in the Canadian Championship at
the Central Y in 1946. Here his wife Hilda
illegally moves a piece on his board:

Globe and Mail, September 6 1946

There's a Jot of conpentrating going on these days at the
28 competitors from four Provinoes battle it out for the title
for the camera as Mrs. Hilda Ridout gives husband Howard F
Rauch; Omawa, &5 nelther Tegal nor appraciated.  Eighteen-yve

Ridout also played in two Canadian
Championships in Vancouver and scored well in
speed tournaments in the US. He was friends
with Canadian Champion Abe Yanofsky in
Winnipeg.

In 1964, he was the chief organizer of the
Canadian Open in Scarborough. The 76-player
tournament was won by Grandmaster Pal
Benko.

In the 1960s, Ridout would have players from
the Scarborough Chess Club on Macey Avenue
over to his house on Beach View Crescent.

Ridout apparently didn't know chess master
Rudy Draxl, Harmonie Chess Club Champion,
who lived nearby on Golfview Avenue.

Throughout the years he gave simultaneous
exhibits in shopping malls and taught at schools.
In the 1980s, Ridout organized tournaments at
the Willowdale Chess Club.



In 1997, he received a North York Volunteer
Award. The Scarborough Chess Club names an
annual tournament after him.

The YMCA

Our Malvern teacher Mr. Mairo, a tournament
player, told me about the Central YMCA Chess
Club on College, west of Yonge. The club was
open seven days a week and Toronto’s best
players were in the Saturday afternoon 5-minute
speed tournaments. By the end of the afternoon
the cloud of cigarette smoke would burn my
eyes and make my shirt smell.
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YMCA ' Canadian Chess Cheray 1967

The YMCA building on College opened in
1913. On the second floor of the Y the chess

club was at the west end, bridge room in the
corner, then GO room, checkers room, and at
the east end, the hall where the World Junior
Chess Championship was played in 1957.

The YMCA's logo has a red triangle
representing the growth of all persons in spirit,
mind and body, and chess was often part of the
exercise of the mind. “Rational recreation”
develops character and morality, such as fair
play and team effort. The first completed
Canadian Chess Championship was played in
1873 in the first YMCA at Queen and James,
next to where the Eaton Centre stands today.

In 1974, the old men of the Toronto Chess Club
merged with the larger Central Y's club to reach
over 300 members. They brought over a couple
of old trophies and a sign-in book. Looking
through it I came to a page from March 10,
1916, listing players in a simul with Frank
Marshall.

William Peter Cawkell

One of the players, W. Cawkell, wrote down his
address, 25 Spruce Hill Road, the same street
that I lived on. In fact, the numbers had changed
and it was the same house | grew up in! | had
always wondered about this man, and that was
the beginning of this project.
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Cawkell first lived on Parliament Street then

moved here in 1912. The house was assessed at

$1,425.

Cawkell was born in Nottinghamshire, near
Sherwood Forest, England, in 1863. He had
many years of experience playing on chess
teams in England and Scotland. In 1895, he

played on the Huddersfield A team, along with

his father John Hancock, and they won the
Bradford Observer Trophy:

Huopxrsrierd Cuess Crun.—A match took place on

| Wedneaday night between an “ A Team ™ of the Hud-
dersfield Chiews Club and the St. Jobo's Y.ML.CA, in
the rooms of the latter, at Hillhoose. Play commenced
aboot elght p.m., and the last game was concluded
chmly aftar 10. The home team suffered a severe
oat, only obtainiug one win, and that by defaait.

'l'ha lollo'!

ng in the score :—

* A Team.” 8t. John's,
........ 1 Mr. Benner ......oooe 0
W. Cawkell .......... 1 A Barker ....oovvvnee 0
*H. Landell .......... 0 C.Emmet...cou.vunee 1
J. Cawkell ..oouvvnnene 1 T.E.Sharpe ........ 0
.......... 1 R essesssssece O
M. Atkinson .....eo0ee 1 —Fiaber ....coo00nne 0
Wood.iovaveennnann 1 — Birkbead .......... 0
6 1

*Absent. Fapruary 16, 1895

Later in Scotland, Cawkell played on the
Glasgow Bohemians team that won the Spen
Cup:

April 1907
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Spens Cup 1911

After his parents died Cawkell moved to
Canada.

In the UK there was an economic downturn
5% of the population left, mainly to the
colonies. It was also "the export of the
gentlemanly order" [British Imperialism:
Innovation and Expansion, 1688-1914, P. J.
Cain and A. G. Hopkins, London 1993.]

* Tnock-

e letosen=

and



Toronto had recruiters in England. Toronto's
population boomed from 228,000 in 1900 to
506,000 in 1914, and the city annexed suburbs
including East Toronto. Ward 8 (east of
Greenwood Avenue) continued to grow from
34,000 in 1919 to 79,000 in 1931, with 93% of
UK descent (32% UK born). Top religions in
Ward 8 in 1931 were 42% Anglican, 25%
United, 15% Presbyterian, and 9% Catholic.

Population by National Origin

1931
Toronto 631,207
(East of
Ward8 | Greenwood)
Total 82,008 | Per
Cent
1 | English 46,529 56.74
2 | Scottish 15,189 18.52
3 | rish 14,307 17.45
4 | French 1,143 1.39
5 | German 1,044 1.7
7 | ralian 690 0.84
6 | Hebrew 677 0.83
8 | Dutch 539 0.66
3 | Finnish 113 0.14
10 | Chinese 110 0.13
11 | Greek 108 0.13
12 | Swedsh 105 0.13
13 | Polsh 76 0.09
14 | Russian 70 0.09
15 | Negro 41 0.05
16 | Ukranian 34 0.04
17 | Syrian 30 0.04
80,805 98.53
Ontarlo born 49,218 60,02
UK born 26,302 32.07
USA born 1,714 2.09
Nfid bom 258 0.31
1931t0p3
Ward 8 92.70

In 1908, Cawkell's first year in Canada, he
played at the Toronto Chess Club but was also

on the J. F. Brown bowling team in the

Mercantile League (10-pin, a couple of years
before 5-pin was invented in Toronto).

DBOWLING.

ON C. B, C. ALLEYS.

It e Mercantile Tagaue Eaton's
niesexs tuonl three Eames from J, F.
Brown Co, nnd Eaton's Walkers two out
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Globe, January 12 1909

In 1916, Cawkell became the Secretary of the
Canadian Furniture Manufacturers Association.

FURNITURE MANUFACTURERS AFPOINT
REECAETARY




Cawkell was one of the best players in the
Beach, and, in January 1917, the Daily Star
published the moves of his tie in a simul with
the Canadian Champion John Stuart Morrison at
the Central YMCA. Few local games were
published and it wasn’t until 1933, at age 70,
that he finally had his only published win.

In the 1921 Toronto Championship, Cawkell set
a Canadian record for the longest game — 12.5
hours, played over several evenings. He lost to
Malcolm Sim, the new Evening Telegram chess
and checkers columnist who had refused to
publish a Cawkell crushing win over a weak
player. Sim lived near Broadview and Queen
and his day job was delivering milk.

CHESS

Conducted by Malcelm Sim.

PRESIDENT SECOND TERM,

i W. CAWKELL,
;Re-eh«-n-d at the annual meeting of th.i
|

Toronto Chess Clob on October 13.

!

Cawkell was active as a chess organizer:
President of the Beaches Chess Club, the

Toronto Chess League, and later, in 1924 and
25, the Toronto Chess Club. After his wife
Annie died he remarried Mary, a much younger
woman, and moved a little west to Pine
Crescent. He became President of the Balmy
Beach Club, lawn bowled, and donated his ping-
pong table to the club. He was also an officer of
the Ontario Rugby Football Union.

Kenneth Cawkell

Cawkell’s son Kenneth, called “Scotty” because
he was born in Scotland, was a top athlete at De
La Salle, an Inter-Collegiate Handball
Champion, and played in the Beaches Softball
League. In rugby football, he was on the
winning 1921 Canadian Junior team, St.
Aidan's, along with Ted Reeve. Scotty was then
the Captain of the 1927 Balmy Beach Grey Cup
winning team.

THE EVENTSOOTELTGL TOTORTD, MoN DAY, NOVEMBER 4. 1997

BALMY BEACH, TORONTO'S LONE HOPE IN CANADIAN PLAY-OFF

That Grey Cup game was broadcast, likely a
first, on the Daily Star's radio station with play-
by-play by Foster Hewitt. Moving pictures of
the game against the Hamilton Tigers were
shown at the Beach Theatre, on Queen, west of
Waverley, which closed in 1970 (now the Beach
Mall). Scotty couldn’t attend, as he and Malvern
grad Yip Foster were playing professional
hockey in Massachusetts.



Scotty was also the Manager of the 1930 Balmy

Beach winning team and later a baseball umpire.

He lived for three decades on Queen at Victoria
Park Avenue and is a member of the Balmy
Beach Sports Hall of Fame.

1907 East Toronto map:

John Wesley Beynon

I think John W. Beynon influenced William
Cawkell’s move to the Beach. The City
Directory of 1905 lists Beynon in Balmy Beach,
then in 1908 on Queen, across from Spruce
Avenue (Spruce Hill Road).
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Beynon was born in 1841, a son of Reverend
George Beynon from Ireland, a father of
Canadian Methodism. Beynon was a barrister in
Brampton, a Sunday school superintendent, and
a Conservative candidate. While living in
Brampton, he had played in the Dominion Chess
Championship in Orillia in 1897.

In December 1908, he played in the Dominion
Championship in Toronto, losing all his games.
But, nonetheless, he was probably the first
Beacher to play in the national chess
championship. He’s in the first row, second
from the left. His nephew Percy is in the back
row, second from the right:

PLAYERS AND OFFICIALS, DOMINION NATIONAL TOURNAMENT.
(Yoroste, Dee. M—jan. 2.}

Earlier in March 1908 John W. Beynon was
elected Curator of the Toronto Chess Club's new
quarters above a bank on the northwest corner
of King and Jarvis.

Frank Percy Beynon

Beynon’s son Donald played as did nephews
Frank Percy and John H., and his older half-
brother George W. In 1909 Percy took over as
Curator, probably responsible for duties like
setting up and putting away the chess pieces (the
space was also used as a checkers club).

In 1908, Percy became Toronto's first-ever
Junior Champion and, in 1911, Percy won the
Toronto Championship. He moved to New York
as a chess professional, but returned to enlist
and died at the front in a battle with the
retreating Germans. A chess biography of his
time in New York was written by Olimpiu G.
Urcan in 2010 at ChessCafe.com.
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Frack Bevoon
[Source: American Chezs Sulletin
November 1918, Vel 15, No. 8 page 2321

The City Directory listed Percy's mother Marie
Edith as an authoress. Many Methodists had
reading circles, and | found her book from 1897
online: Saints, Sinners and Queer People. She
actually mentioned chess:

A funny thing happened at the close of
the wedding service, that's where the
all-important kiss comes in, you know.
Bertram forgot about the people who
were standing around, and he kissed
me not once or twice but half-a-dozen
times quite ravenously, just as he does
when no one is looking. I don't know
how long he would have kept it up if I
hadn't freed one corner of my mouth
and said ‘check!’ He is a chess player,
and that word straightened him up in
an instant.



Hector Henri De Mers

In October 1915, in the Toronto Chess Club’s
new quarters in the St. James Parish House at
Church and Adelaide, the executive was elected
and the new enthusiastic Publication Agent was
“Beacherite” Hector Henri De Mers.

De Mers immediately started a small chess
column in The Toronto Daily Star that
competed with the more detailed, mainly
international chess news in the Globe by
previous Publication Agent Malcolm Sim. De
Mers’ chess column in the Star petered out in
1917 and came back briefly in 1926 and 1932.
He wrote over 150 articles on chess, as well as
apparently some on Quebec. He reported on the
events of the Beaches Chess Club and listed the
names of locals who solved his chess problems,

such as Sammy McDermott of Malvern Avenue.

So it's thanks to Heck De Mers that I've
uncovered records of this local history.

Daily Star, Novembear 25 191§
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H H DE MERS,
diver,

exper: 1
editor, und short story writer, who|
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can be played Dy sny number of
| players sikriing by a four-year-oid
ehild or any sdult an account of Ita
| almiplielity 1t» popular price of $1.00 |
| amwliros e Fuccess,

swimimer amd
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De Mers was born in Quebec in 1881. He was a
member of the Toronto Swimming Club and
won the Canadian Fancy Diving Champion at
Hanlan's Point in 1904. He is the high diver top
left:

He married Mary when they were working at a
business school in Sault Ste. Marie. She was
from the Port Union area of Scarborough. In
1908, he was the Principal of a business school
in the Junction area.

As a promoter, in 1919, he was the first to drop
flyers from a plane over Scarboro Beach.

In the late 1920s, he moved back to Montreal to
work at a school there and returned to Toronto
in the late 1950s.

One granddaughter remembers her grandparents
playing chess at the kitchen table and grandma
was the better player; She had played in a



Women's Championship in Montreal in 1951.

In 1913, they lived on Waverley Road and in
1914-16 they were living at 88 Kew Beach;

Hector taught swimming at the Eaton camp in
Victoria Park:

[TwE seachEs )

FESOENTS RUSHT0 [
TE BATHING BACHE) | 63

s
Scubers md Kew Beuches| U7
Theoaged — Handd Nosk | |5
Saves Girl From Drewning.

Oavly Star. August 5 1518

On September 1918, at St. John's Hall, De Mers
was voted in as Secretary of the East End

12

Hector's occupation Manager, Toronto Window
Cleaning, a residential cleaning company. Note,
not Kew Beach Avenue but Kew Beach, where
the tennis courts are now:

Hiny
'y]
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Ratepayers Association and he soon had his
name in the paper when he announced that he
had secured five carloads of coal for ratepayers.
He became publisher of the new weekly The
Ratepayer.

In 1919, De Mers tried running for mayor, but
was disqualified as the residence he rented on
Waverley had too low an assessment by $50
($1,950). In 1920, now registered at the house
he bought on Columbine Avenue, assessed at
$2,732 (now both houses are worth $1 million),
he ran for Alderman for Ward 8 and lost. In
1925 he moved to the top of Waverley and in
1929 to Victoria Park Avenue. His daughter
Hectorine (Rene Livingston) was listed as a
teacher at Balmy Beach and lived on Hubbard,
then Silver Birch before moving to Halifax.



WARD EIGHT

Mr. and Mrs. Ratepayer
Just you read my platform in the
Ratepayer which | maliled to you
yesterday then | know you will
vote for

DEMERS

HECK DeMERS, Candidate

BY HECK

N.B.—¥or informatien phone
BEACIH 3047,

»

Daily Star, December 31 1920

De Mers also made metal clocks using only an
awl and hammer and won first prize at the CNE

in 1917. Here is a 1957-ish photo of Hector and
Mary with a grandfather clock he made:

Founding of the Beaches Chess Club

On Thursday, November 25, 1915 the first
meeting of the Beaches Chess Club was held in
the Kew Beach Lawn Bowling Club, at Lee and
Lake Front. Circa 1903 the Kew Beach Lawn
Bowling Club had 300 members.

This historic postcard is a view from where the
Leuty lifeguard station is today. The club was in
the castle-like building to the left:

Turoerts Rafecones Ly




The Beaches Chess Club opening night event
was a simultaneous by Anglican Reverend
Francis Morgan Dean, President of the Toronto
Chess League.

Ernest and Walter Snell

Two keen players were Ernest G. Snell and
Walter Giddings. Ernest and his family lived
above the Walter J. Snell grocery store on the
south side of Queen, west of Lee; Giddings also
worked in the store. In 1927, Walter Snell
replaced his store with the Kew Park Mansions.

Walter Snell had a bakery and lodge hall up on
Main Street at Gerrard. He donated a silver
shield for the Beaches Chess Club Champion,
first won by John T. Wilkes.

Herbert Chamberlain Hopkins

Herbert Hopkins was a good player who held up
the bottom board of the Beaches team. He was
born in 1876 in Leicestershire, England, and
owned a shoe repair shop at 2224 Queen,
between Beech and Spruce Hill, one door east of
the apartment building. His family lived above
his store. His wife, Elizabeth, was a florist.
Before that, Hopkins' shop was briefly at the
northwest corner of Balsam and Queen, and in
1909 he lived on Lee Avenue. During the war
leather was directed to military use, so he had to
make old shoes last.

In 1916, from a little east of Woodbine to
Scarborough Beach, there were 90 stores to 50
residential houses. Six butchers and five shoe
stores. Balmy Beach had about 35 businesses to
45 houses. Along Queen, there were six Chinese
dry cleaners (the Chinese Head tax prevented
women from being brought from China).
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STAR CHESS CORNER

(Conducted by M. H. De Mars),

The result of the stmuitaneous chcas
cxhibition at the Beach Chess Club,
given by My Maleoim Sim, city
champlon, wus as follows:

Malcoim Sim..... 0 1 T Wilkes .... 1

Maleehn Sim..... 1 H, Hopkins ... 9
Mulcolm Sim...,. 9 T. Crossley ..... i
Malcolm Sia..... 1 H, J. Lane ..

Muleoim Shin..... 1 K. Saell . 9
Maleoim Sim ... L A ¥IFR Lvveeen v
Malcolm Sim..... 1 W, Giddings .... ¢
Malcoim Sum..,.. 1 Chs Darkey ..... 0
Malcolw: Sim..... ¢ ', B James .... 0

Maleoims Sim.....% H, 1L DeMers .. %
Potal. sciiinrasa W Totn! ... ... ..,.2%
The draw for the Besch chesa hap-

dicayp tournament for the firat cn-

counler, to by played befors Decem-
ber 3, i3 ub follows:

Wilkes va. Crossley.

Cankell vs, Clark,

TreMers va Barksy

Merrill va. Firth

Jumes ve. Lane.

Wrse va Giddings,

Hopking vs. Blakeman

lawelt vy, Snell,

Three games 10 be pluyed belween
cuch player and hia adversary for
the first round.

Tie different divisions are oz fol-
lows:

Clags A=Wlilkes and Cankell

Cluss  B—DueMers, Merril), , James,
Wyae

Cluss C~lopking, Lewett,

Class D—Snell, Blakomun, Giddinga,
Lane,

Cluns E—Pirth, Burkey, Clark,
Crousliey.

The odds to be given aro: Pawn and
x'.‘;o\—;_ Pawn and two moves, Kalght,

ol

Beaches Joins Toronto Chess League

The Toronto Chess League expanded from
Toronto, Central YMCA (in their new building
on College Street), and Varsity (University of
Toronto) to include new teams from Beaches,
Parliament, and the West End YMCA (College
and Dovercourt, opened in 1912). To make it
competitive, masters weren’t allowed.

1915-16 Toronto Chess League

Total
Central Y 4
Beaches 3
West End Y 3
Toronto 2.5
Parliament 2
Varsity 0.5

Beaches lost their first match to Parliament .5-
4.5, but in their last match defeated the Central

Daiy Sur, Decarsber 15 1018

Y, the tournament winners, 4-1. The season was
a success as the league was competitive, with
five of the six teams scoring 50% in individual
games. The closing banquet was held at the
West End Y and featured an orchestra. De Mers
brought his daughter Hectorine and the boy next
door and the kids played "hide and seek" chess.

The Beaches Club moved east to the Masonic
Temple on Balsam Avenue, south of Queen.
The Temple was designed by Charles Fredrick
Wagner, who also did the Waverley Baptist
Church, Kew Beach Presbyterian Church on
Wineva Avenue, and the house on the northwest
corner of Balsam and Pine. Wagner was also a
judge at the Balmy Beach Success Club
regattas.

Mimoeie Hall, e of i3 Kod erreted in Tovoses, Siated oz Besany
Avenze, A Csm, 7, Wigeer was tie srchaec,

The Temple opened in 1907 and in 1914
boasted 225 members. Community groups such
as the Beaches Red Cross and a branch of the
Hambourg Conservatory of Music used the
space. The Temple was closed in May 1962 and
burned down after a wedding in November
1966.



There were changes to the Beaches Club for the
second season. Cawkell became President,
Harry Lane Secretary, and John Wilkes team
captain. These players, plus the kid Thomas
Crossley and Herbert Hopkins on Queen, likely
practised together as they lived within a block of
each other and the new club. Perhaps Cawkell
shared some chess books from England? They
were the core members of the team with 120
Wins over seven seasons.
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In 1917 the Toronto Chess League expanded to
two sections so that more players could
participate, including the masters. But both the
Central YMCA and Varsity had fewer players
available. The Y became a training centre for
men who didn't pass the military physical. The

16

University cancelled all sports and their fields
were used for marching drills. The Conservative
federal government introduced conscription in
August and the “temporary” Income War Tax in
September. And some women could now vote.
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1916-17 Toronto Chess League

Total
Beaches 9
Parliament 55
Toronto 55
West End Y 5
Varsity 4.5
Central Y 0.5

Each team played each other twice.

1916-17 Beaches Chess Club, TCL
Champions

Unfi
Average Perc | nish
Board# | Won | Total ent ed
William | Cawkell 1.2 2.5 3 83 | +2
John Wilkes 1.8 45 5 9 | -
Harry Lane 34 1 4 25 | +1
Edward | Merrill 3.8 2 2| 100 | +3
Herbert | Hopkins 4.8 3 4 75 | -
C. A Graham 5 1 1| 100 | *
* - No medal

William Cawkell and John Wilkes were
undefeated on the top boards while Herbert
Hopkins and Edward Merrill were excellent on
the bottom boards. Only Harry Lane had a
negative score.

Edward Belden Merrill

Edward Merrill of Kingswood Road was the
slowest player, as often his games were not
finished (A judge would later decide the result).
Merrill later became an engineer for the new
Toronto Hydro and in 1920 played the top board
on their chess team.

Parliament won the B section. Players on the
Beaches B Team were Thomas Crossley, C. A.
Graham, Robinson, Walter Gidding, Arthur
Firth, and Ernest Snell.

John Thomas Wilkes

John Wilkes, born in Ontario in 1884, lived on
Pine Terrace, east of Beech Avenue, from 1912-
16 with his wife Martha and two children. He
worked for piano manufacturers and after 1914
for Gerhard Heintzman who only made one
model of piano, for home use. In 1922, he lived
on Main Street north of Danforth, then in 1930
Blantyre and Kingston Road, then up Victoria
Park Avenue.

Daily Star, July 27, 1916

J. T. Wilkesn

Wilkes played more team games than any other
Beach player, scoring at least 30 out of 43
games. He often played in the simuls, on the
East of Yonge Street vs. West of Yonge
matches, and on Toronto teams that travelled to



Hamilton. His only game published was a win
against a Hamilton player in 1925. He won
several handicap tournaments where the
stronger player starts the game with one less
piece.

Harry Jabez Lane

Harry Lane became the new contact person for
the Beaches Chess Club. He was born in 1883 in
England and married Maud. In 1916, they lived
at Pine Terrace, then in 1919, moved to
Fernwood Park where they lived for over 40
years. His Harry J. Lane Studios Ltd. was on
King Street West and, after 1946, he was a
commercial artist for Rapid Grip and Batten.

Lane won the Beaches Championship, a gold
medal and the Snell's trophy. He defeated
Morrison in a simul at the Beaches Club in
November 1917. In 1918, he was elected
Secretary-Treasurer of the Toronto Chess
League, and in 1919, the Vice-President. He
placed high in the 1920 Dominion
Championship in Toronto.

Mr. J. S. Morrison Gives Exhi- &
bition at Beaches Chess
Club Last Night.

The opportunity to play against Mr.
J. 8 Morrbson o hls simultancous [
exhiblition of chess drew a Jarge
c;;:d atl the Beaches Chese Club last g
n L o

Sevenleen players signifled their 2
intention to play against him, but,
owing to the rhurtage of war Imple- ;
ments, anly fourteen were nble to &
participate. 1]

Soeveral of the playera were of very

ber 29 19

formidabdle strength, and congratula- =
tlons are due the Canadian champlion ©
for hia highly psatlsfactory score. Q
he socuring ten wins, two draws, and
losing two, &2 foilows:

J. 8 Morrison..! W, Glddings

J. S Morrison..'5 . Hopkins

J. 8. Morrison.. L A, Firth .,

J. 8. Morgisvn., ¢ tH, J, Lano 1
J. 8. Morriton.. 1 . Stamper 0
J. 8, Morrleon.. 1 W. C, Coleman.... 0
J. & Morrison.. 1 JNobl. Stewart ....0
J. 8 Morrison..1 W. A Tayior ....0
J. 8 Morrizon., 1 Wm, Cawkell ..... °
J. & Morrison..}s5 T. v

J. 8§ Morrison.. 1 E.

J. & Morrison.. 1 L

J. 8 Morrison.. 1 1L Hunnar

J. 8 Morrisan.. 0 W, E. Carswell.... 1

1=Cily champion.
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December 1916 saw the largest-ever number of
players in a Toronto city championship: 72
including 6 from the Beach. Lane was the
eventual winner in late 1917, winning over
James Mavor of the U of T (Shaw named a
character in the play Candida after him).

.. Lane of Beaches
City Chess Champion

\Prof. Mavor Beaten in Deciding
Game for Championship.

Lane won the city
chess champlon-

54 ship on BSaturday
S night by winning|
the final game of

. serles of
«rom Prov. Mivor
wl the Turo
liets Club, The
suries of thres!
sumes resulted in
wo wins and one
draw. Mr, Lane is

Mr. Harry J.

socretary of  the
Bleas res Chess
Elarry J. Lane. Club. This is the|

| firat time the cup has béen taken out|
lot the rooms of the Toronto Chess
Club. Mr, Lane {8 a player who has|
¢ccme to the frunt this season. The|
card for Baturday's game is as fol-

lows—White (H. J. Lane); Rlack
(Prof. Mavor). Opening — Giuoco
Plano:

He, his brother, and a co-worker escaped a fire:

Dally Star Novamber 28, 1922

ESCAPE FROM FIRE SWEPT BUILDING.
fadph €. Venour (on Abo LIPT) of 338 Rathurst cireet, and Marry Lan
£ 44 Preeawood Park uvenue, employoes of tho Catalozue Art studios, hod
artow esenpe when trupped oo the wecend floor of the Tichmend steor

aldimg, whizh was gutied by fOre st night They were umble to gt
swn the stalre 1dreugd the smeko and had 10 be mscued by ths firewmon



Norman Doug Lane

In 1919, Lane's first son Norman was born.
Norm, good at geometry, studied to become a
Doctor of Mathematics and taught at McMaster
University. He lost an eye when he was a
teenager but was able to paddle for Balmy
Beach and at the 1948 Olympics in London won
a Bronze Medal in the C-1 10,000 metres,
taking just over an hour:

Toronlo Star July. ?’.291}

Kenneth Ralph Lane

Lane's younger son Kenneth, born in 1923, went
to the 1952 Olympics in Finland and won a
Silver Medal with Don Hawgood in the C-2
10,000 metres:

19

He won 14 Gold Medals in international
competitions. He was an active canoeing official
for 55 years and edited the Canadian Paddle
magazine. In the 1980s he was a Canadian
Squash Senior Champion. He also lawn bowled,
golfed and was a duplicate bridge player. He
was elected as a member of the Balmy Beach
Sports Hall of Fame and Canadian Olympic Hall
of Fame, and received a Queen's Jubilee Award
for volunteer service.

John Stuart Morrison

In November 1917, Beaches new team line-up
had top scorer Wilkes knocked down to third
board, with Toronto Champion Lane on second,
and Canadian Champion J. S. Morrison on
Board 1! Bringing in a ringer? No, Morrison
actually lived here! His mother Mary briefly
moved to Scarborough Road (Her other son had
just died at Vimy Ridge).

Morrison grew up in the west end. His father
Adam, once the Principal of Bond School and
later a teacher at Lansdowne School, died in
1908. His father gave up chess for checkers
early on. Morrison learned chess from books in
1907 and got lessons at lunchtime at work, the
Toronto Engraving Co., from co-worker Alfred
Hunter of the Toronto Chess Club.




Morrison on the left is playing American
Champion Marshall while looking on are the
bearded Anglican Right Rev. Bishop W. D.
Reeve and Rev. F. M. Dean.

At only 19, Morrison won his first of many the
Toronto Champions, last in 1945. He was also a
five-time Canadian Champion.

He regularly played in international tournaments
and was ranked in the top 100 in the world.
Several of his games have been published in
books such as Chess Fundamentals by World
Champion Jose Capablanca. In September 1918,
in Chicago, he had a brilliant win over Edward
Lasker, defending champion of the event. In
1922, in London, he won a game against future
World Champion Max Euwe. He was top board
on Canada's first Olympiad team in 1939.
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4. K. Narraway, of Ootawa (left), In sosslon with Champlon J. N
Morrisnin In the third rousid of thy Tieht for the Casedian title at the
M dames Parish Mowse. Murvbson oxperivaced & rare defoet s thin

1917-18 Toronto Chess League

Total
Beaches 9.5
Parliament 9
Judea 7
West End Y 55
Toronto 5
University 4
Central Y 2

20

The Beaches win was reported on in both
British Chess Magazine and American Chess
Bulletin. Perhaps not as big news locally as
Toronto defeating VVancouver for their first
Stanley Cup.

Globe, October 18 1918

S B UELIY

MI« BRI NGID Y

Woanter of the Jadies” rlnus
' of Torante 1o ENT, whe was uw ks
the chatopbamabdyp  for VIS gt e
isal paeetbing of the Tapunty | LITE
lavens List might

CODYEARIN
* CHESS LEAGUE

I

Beaches Club Captures Shield
‘ Second Time — Miss
‘ Spragge Champion

Miss Florence Spragge won the Women
Championship. She was a long-term member of
the Toronto Chess Club Executive and also
played bridge, tennis, and golf.

A new prize for top individual score was
donated by Robert G. Hunter of the Central
YMCA —and he ended up winning it!



1917-18 Beaches Chess Club, TCL In 1921 Crossley became the office manager of

Champions the Furniture Manufacturers Association,
_ working with Cawkell. He and his wife Adah
T I e i ;Jhr;f(;"' moved to Walter and Kingston and later became
Stuart | Morrison 1 3 4 75| +2 part of Johnson, Crossley and McComb. They
Harry Lane 2 6 9 67 | +2 : :
Tohn Wilkes 3 3 o & 51 then moved to Leaside, but he still attended the
William | Cawkell 31| 65 9] 72+ club.
Edward | Merrill 3.9 3 6 50 | +4
Thomas | Crossley 56| 75| 10] 75|- Crossley went on a winning streak of 17 straight
Herbert | Hopkins 5.8 35 5 70 | - . .
N Coran 05 11 50|~ serious games in 1917. He was Beach
N dFIeathEFSton 0.5 1] 50~ Champion in 1918 and for most years after.
* - No medal .
Throughout the 1930s he was President of the
Thomas Crossley Beaches Chess Club and Vice-President of the

Toronto Chess League. In 1957, the Beaches
Chess Club awarded him an Honorary Life
Membership.

Young Thomas Crossley advanced from the B
team and became a top scorer on the A team.

Crossley was born in Essex, England, in 1893,
where he learned chess at age 15. In 1915, he
likely lived on Woodbine Avenue, north of
Queen. He worked as a bookkeeper, his father a
janitor. But his older half-brother Charles Arthur
Crossley, cigar maker, lived on Pine Terrace,
between the houses of Lane and Wilkes. It's
likely that on visits they improved his play.

Beach Champlon, 1027,

Evening Telegram, May 21, 1927

T. CROSSLEY.

Crossley halls from London, Eng., where
he got & grasp of the rudiments of chess
around his 16th year, He Jjolned the
former Beaches C.C, in 1015, when thajr
headquarters were on the lake front at
the foot of Lee ave. After some practice he
tirst lined up against the Chess Editor In
simulianeous play, netting one of the two
games lost on {hat occasion. By 1018
Crossley had progressed to the extent of
winning the club title, and held it for a
further seven years from 1020 to 1626,

21



Balmy Beach Club

In April 1918, the Beaches Chess Club moved
to the Balmy Beach Club to unite chess and
checker players. De Mers noted that there were
10 checker players for every chess player in the
city.

Balmy Beach Club was ranked the top paddling
club in Canada in 1915, but membership had
dropped as the paddlers enlisted.

The Balmy Beach clubhouse opened in 1905.
The Balmy Beach Recreation Association met at
the Spruce Avenue fire hall to organize the
annual street fair, including a dog show, which
raised funds for the construction.

After a fire in April 1915, an additional floor
was added. Activities such as chess, bridge, or

euchre were played in the Board Room. The
Ukulele Club had weekly dance and card nights.

Every September saw over 100 rinks in the
Balmy Beach Labour Day lawn bowling
tournament. Other Balmy Beach activities
included sailing, swimming, lawn tennis,
hockey, rugby, baseball (bachelors vs. married
men), range shooting (off of Eastern Avenue),
and 5-pin bowling. A few years later badminton
was added.

The Harriers from the West End YMCA (Queen
and Dovercourt) trained on the beach and helped
develop athletes at the Balmy Beach Club. And
that's perhaps why that might be the YMCA
triangle in the Balmy Beach logo [The History
of the Balmy Beach Club by Kevin McConnell
2012.]
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Scarboro Beach Park

It was unusual to have chess in the summer, but
De Mers worked on a big event at the Scarboro
Beach Park.

The amusement park divided Kew and Balmy
Beaches. It was 42 acres with 1,000 diversions:
a roller coaster, Tunnel of Love, Shoot the
Chutes, re-creation of the San Francisco
Earthquake, and music including Italian
bandleader D'Urbano and the Black quartet
Harmony Kings [The Boardwalk Album:
Memories of the Beach by Barbaranne Boyer,
Boston Mills Press, Erin 1985.]

In 1918, a big attraction was the return of Harry
Flying Melville who would parachute from a hot
air balloon. Sometimes he landed among
picnickers in Kew Gardens.

There were also Captain Schell's performing
lions, the Helkvists Famous Fire Divers, and the

Four Portia Sisters who were French gymnasts
and contortionists. There was always lacrosse
and baseball.

Special events included a picnic raising $410 for
prisoners of war, a costumed bicycle parade
from City Hall, and a 200-car parade taking
1,000 orphans to the fair. The Toronto Kennel
Club had 150 dogs in their show, won by a
Maltese terrier, followed by Whippet races.

Many of the amusements were provided by
Americans who had experience at the Coney
Island amusement park. Nathan Louis
Nathanson arrived in 1907 and claimed to
introduce the first ice cream cone to Toronto (at
Scarboro Beach). He went on to be the first
President of Famous Players cinema chain.

The aerial photo shows the sports field and
roller coaster, the boardwalk is below while
visible north of Queen are the streets Wineva
(with church), Hammersmith, and Glen Manor:
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People would dress up for a church or lodge
picnic. Perhaps the boardwalk reminded the
English immigrants of walking along the
promenade of their seaside resorts, such as
Brighton, Blackpool, or Scarborough. In the
evenings there were outdoor movies, and under

the lighted tower 400-500 boats could be in the
water. In August of 1918, the temperature went
over 100°F (38 Celsius). Bathing suits could be
rented. Locals avoided the area, preferring to
paddle over to the Scarborough Bluffs.

- L

Oty of Tercnto Acctoves, Fonds 1244, [tem 162

Morrison had suggested a living game where the
chess pieces were acted out by people. De Mers
organized it at Scarboro Beach Park and it was
seen by 2,000 people in the sports field stands.

A band played as the children in costumes took
the field—some of the pawns were in
kindergarten! De Mers' two daughters were
pieces and the Black King was played by a
McKnight. The game replayed was a famous
one by American Paul Morphy in 1858 that was
only 17 moves long. Every time a piece was
taken Miss Dorothy MacGregor of the Girl
Guides would blow a bugle, that would have
been 12 times.

24

The pieces also crammed together to form a
sort-of-cat shape, a famous chess problem of
mate in 4 moves by Sam Lloyd, 1888.

After the living pieces there was a match with a
team of players who lived East of Yonge,
captained by Cawkell, defeating the team West
of Yonge for the Scarboro Chess Shield, 7.5-2.5.

There has also been Living Chess in 1879 in the
Grand Opera House, 1931 at Hanlan's Point, in
1966 at the CNE with real horses, and in 1985 at
Nathan Phillips Square with politicians among
the pieces. My favourite was in 1984 at
Harbourfront with Theatresports comedians as
the pieces taunting each other.



THE BEACHES

UVING CHESS PAGEANT
STAGED AT SCARBORD

Gorgeous Event Draws Large
and Interested Crowd—Resi-

dent Wins Poster Prize.
BeAdhes, Aug. 16—A Livihng Cheds
Pageant wans staged last evening on
tho green In Searbore Deach Park by
thirty~four young ladles, young maen,
and children. ¥From a apactucular
standpoint the nperformance was a
svecenn, and was much approciated
by the 340 peoplo prosent,

The “white”-pleces as well na the
“black"” pleces, comprising . king,
aueen, blshopa. knights, castles, and
pawns, wore preseted (o the audis
ence from (ho stagoe. A musical pro-
gram thon was givon, with tho assint.
bnco of the Q.0.1. Band, In charge of
Major DBarrow. The major pleces
marched 1o thelr reapectivo squares
to the stralns of the “Holdlory'
Chorus,” from “Faust” “Alds,” while
the pawns wore placed, and tho band
played “Just & Baby's Prayer at Twi-
light,” owlng to somo of thexo chil-

dron belnu of tho kindoergarten class.
morul game of Paul
morphy }uto cheas nenlut. anlnu
ke Drumw K was then
ataged, movo move, under tho
direction of tbo orunnlur. Mr, M, I,
Demers, In the coxtumo of a King's
Jestor, A bugler, Mias Dorothy Mac.
Uregor, of the Girl Quides soundod a
buglo call evory (Imo a plece was
takon o{ the board. After tho gamo
o spocial cheas probleom, tho cregtion
of the late Kam yd, was also placed
on the board, roprosenting 1ho fam-
ous “"Kllkonny cal"
Play For Cheas Shield,

The names of the young peoplo tak-
lnx un in tho program were as fol-

Whlu--xlnc Lilllan Allen; .queen,
Audroy Tate; bhhop. Elslo NcKnlghl.
blshop, Hectorine Demers; knlght,
Marjorie Reld; knight, Jesse Forator;
rook, Elegnor sm-r. rook, Blalr Mac-

Grexor.

NDiack—-King, T McKnlghl ueen,
Ilda Pollgor. bishop, ?.lnu
vishop, 8. Burgoyno; knlsm, Harold
Muolr: knight, K. Berrldge; rook, K.
Taylor; rook. H, Taylor,

The white menl wera: Phillyx
Itefd, Marguerito Demers, Florence

Howard, Bvolyn Werthall, D, Graham,
IR' Cawkell, B, Linoy, and Edna Itow-

‘rTu black pawnns’'were: H. Costigan,
Coutc; ni' Hfford Mn berry, Doug-
ant Douglas vn Nolcon
)lchmhm. ’st drant, and Fran
Siater,

hnlit
i \I wolean avenue, a

LIVING CHESS AT THE BEACHES. '
Nome of the mujor pleces who tok part in the "Living Chess Pageant” |
nt Rearboro teach Mark lust evening.  No. 1 s Miss Eleanor Slater, of
"White Casxtie” No 2 is Robert MceKnight, of 10

Waverley Row), the "Hlack King® Noo 3 s Miss Hectorine DeMern, a
“White H;ah-q- Na,o 4 s Miss Blaly MueGregor, a “White Castle™ No. 6
Is Misd Audeoy Tate, of Kenidworth avenuo, the “White Queen ' No, &
shawn the two White Knighis. Marjorle Reid, Quoen and Halsam, and |
Tesate Focgter, & Spruce 1 RRoad No, T s "The White King," Miss 1J1-
Lan Allan, of 6% OsMorne avenue

Daily Star August 16, 1918
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De Mers organized living chess again at
Scarboro Beach in 1923. This photo, recently
discovered by his descendants, is from then.

Beaches Chess Club and Toronto Chess
League (Post-war)

The 1918-19 TCL season started after the end of
the war on Nov. 11. Morrison didn't play as he
was in a masters' tournament in New York.
Beaches had a bad start, losing to U of T (who
had a chess room in the new Hart House). At the
end of January Beaches lost another match, 3-1
to Judea, and that was enough to lose the
championship to Judea of Kensington Market.

1918-19 Toronto Chess League

Total (est)

Judea 10
Beaches 9

Parliament | 5.5
Toronto 55
University | 5.5
Central Y 55
WestEnd Y | 1
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Judea also won the Bishop Reeve Trophy in the
B section. The Beaches B team included
William Carswell, Edward Merrill, B. Hannon,
Robert Stewart, and W. C. Coleman.

Reporting of the results dropped off and there
was no table of the final results. But Beaches
new First Board Sydney Gale won the Hunter
Prize for top individual score.

Sydney Eugene Gale

Gale was born in British Guinea circa 1889, and
was their local champion who wrote a chess
column. He had three games published in the
British Chess Magazine. He arrived in Toronto
in 1912 and quickly became the Toronto
Champion and again in 1916 and 1922. He had
the most wins in the biannual Toronto —
Hamilton matches, scoring 8 to 4. He played
fast and won the 1934 Canadian Rapid Transit
Tournament (ten seconds a move). He was a
mathematician and accountant for Imperial Oil,
often working in Hamilton. He was married and
had a daughter who was born in Scarborough in
1940.



Toronto Daily Star, January 26, 1918

8. E. GALRE,

The 1919-20 season took a break for the
Dominion Victory Chess Tourney, held at the
Toronto Chess Club. Gale was the Secretary of
the organizing committee. James Moncur of
Hamilton donated $30 for two brilliancy prizes
and De Mers offered a $5 prize for the shortest
game. The closing banquet was at the Ontario
Club, 16 Wellington Street.

Defending Champion Morrison, working in
Alberta, couldn't make it due to illness. Gale lost
a game to R.A.F. Sergeant William W. Robson,
resulting in a tie for first place with Captain
John B. Harvey, a student at U of T. But Gale
won their tie-breaking match 2-0, the $100 First
Prize, and the First Brilliancy Prize. Robson was
third.

Harvey — Gale

21. Nf3 ...

SIDNEY E. GALE WINS
CHESS (IHAMPl(lNSHlPl

BEATS CAPTAIN J. B, HARVEY
IN SUDDEN-DEVEIT MATCI
TO BREAK TIE

Mr, Staney E. Qalo jant pight won the
Canadinn  chems chimmplonahip by defeat-
ing Captain J. B, Murvey In s atdden.
deathh match 10 breaic the tle fop firmt
place At the Nallanal Cheas Teurney,

Mr. Gala  In entitied to  petpln bls
Inurels until the next u-ur;g. which will
ba held jn Montreal In 1823, 1i» learned
whe  gnme (a Mritish Qulana, pnd won
the eoalonfal champlonahip, - Niace coming
to Toronto he has won the city chame.
plonship, and has had marked success In
mateh and slmuitaneous play, :
An At Hame wil) Jako pisce next
weok At the Toronto. Chesy Club, &t
which the prizss won In . the tourney
will bo nreasnled,
Tha final standing of the leaders was

as fallows:—~
Won, Lost Draw, TIlL

|*Bidnoy E. Oals .. 10 1 1 oy
[xCapt. Harvey .... 10 1 1 10y
‘W, W. Reobsen .ev. 9 1 2 10
If. NRombagh .oveee 7 Bl b 7%
%3, Friee .ievcese ki S5 0 Kl
XM, BUA ciieaveee 7 85 O 7
xll, J, tane ..., 6 4 2 7
T. Marry Jones .. 6 5 1 6
G. F. Ureitlin ..., 5 7 0 3

x = Ahove nacora wshows Galep il
Harvey tied for firat place, and Mesars
I'rico, 8hin and  Lane tled for fifth

piaes. Globe, February 11 1920




Harry Lane tied with Malcolm Sim, who was
dealing with his mother's death. They each won
a print of the painting claiming to be from 1603,
“Shakespeare and Ben Jonson at Chess.”

Gale drew Alexander Alekhine at the Central Y
in 1924 and defeated Alekhine, now World
Champion, in the Eaton Auditorium in
November 1932.

1919-20 Toronto Chess League

Total (est)
Beaches 11.5
Judea 10
West End Y 7
Chevrons 6.5
University 3.5
St. James 2
Central Y 1.5

Beaches won the Holt Shield team prize and
Parliament won the Bishop Reeve Trophy for
the B Section. Thomas Crossley won the Hunter
prize for top individual score.

1919-20 Beaches Chess Club, TCL
Champions

Board

(missing 1 result) # score | Total | Percent
Sydney | Gale 1 3 7 43
Harry Lane 2.1 4.5 8 56
William | Cawkell 2.7 7.5 11 68
Albert Forde 2.7 55 6 92
Thomas | Crossley 3.8 9.5 11 86
John Wilkes 4.8 7 11 64
Herbert | Hopkins 5.9 7 9 78

W. A Taylor 1 1 1 100 | *
H. Atkins 6 1 1 100 | *
Robert Stewart 6 1 1 100 | *
* No medal

Albert Ezra Forde

A strong new Beaches player was Albert Forde,
CNR payroll chief clerk living on Elmer
Avenue. In 1917, he had won a tournament at
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the Toronto Chess Club. In 1926, the CNR
accounting office had a 10-player tournament at
lunchtimes. In 1934, Forde became President of
the Toronto Chess Club, and, in 1939, he
worked at the CNIB, as he was blind. But he
could still play chess on a special board with a
hole in each square to hold the peg of a piece.
Instead of colours, one side's pieces had a bump
on the top.

Another new team in the B Division was Hydro.

The Beaches B team included B. Hannon, W. A.
Taylor, Fredrick Adgey, Archibald DeFries,
William Carswell, Robert Stewart, Louis
Graham, Peter K. Goode, and Arthur Firth.

A team composed of veterans was first called
the Red Triangle Club. They met at the YMCA
at Queen and Victoria. They renamed as the
Chevrons and competed in both A and B
sections.

O o Tommbe drhomn, vty L340, Bhems 7700

In 1920-21 Judean won for the second time, but
there wasn't any local chess column with the
standings.

Wilkes was the highest Beacher, scoring 6 out
of 8.



William Wilson Robson

The new Beaches First Board was William
Robson who won the 1921 City Championship.
On the Chevrons team he had scored five out of
seven. Born in England, he learned chess at a
young age and was the Newcastle Champion.

Robson came to Canada in 1913 at age 25 and
in August 1914 enlisted in the 9th Battalion. In
1918, he defeated a London master, a feat that
was published in the London Field. He was the
only member of the Canadian Convalescent
Chess Club team to win a game. He lived on
Centre Island, and died in 1939.

TORONTO’S BEST

Globe July 9, 1921

BERGT, W. W, ROBSON.

Sergt, W, W. Rebson, vse of the Origin-
nls, whe vollsted In August, 1914, went
over with (he flrst contingent and
fought through the war, in the winuer
of the 1921 oty chess champlonadip,
with & score of 9% wins aml 1%
losses. The champlon learned the moves
when only slx years of ace, and wan
offered by pn unelr enthusiast both
tter amil Jam on his bread as soon as
be vould beat him, which he saceeeded
In dolog ae the carly ape of elrht yenes,
Before coming to Cannds Sergt, Hob.
son was Socegetary of the Newecaxtle
Club, and wan successfol ia  rourney
ol mntch play, and, playips  firsc
Leard In n match arranged Ju 1S bo-
tween Cunadian army players and 3
pleked team from the eity of London,
be auccecided In defenting G E. Waln-
wright, ehamplon of Loudan, Serpt.
Robsen stood third In the Lot Domin-
fon champlonship tourmer, wimd Is re-
purded ax a strong contestant for the
neat Canadian championship  teunriey
fw be beld fn Mongsesl mest year. The

! Iesiddera Iy the recent toursey flplshed

U sie follows: 8, W_ W, Kobson: 2 T, J,

I Drisosrtte s 3, M, =im nml M, Ne

| e
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Beaches Team Players 1915-22

Score T %

1| JohnT. Wilkes 30 43 70
2 | Thomas Crossley 27 37 73
3 | Herbert C. Hopkins 22.5 32 70
William P. Cawkell 22.5 35 64

5 | Harry J. Lane 18.5 34 54
6 | William W. Robson 10.5 16 66
(Beaches) 5.5 9 61

7| W. A Taylor 8 14 57
Sydney E. Gale 8 14 57
(Beaches) 7 12| 58

9 | Hubert T. Weston 7.5 11 68
(Beaches) 2.5 5[ 50

10 | Edward B. Merrill 7 16 44
(Beaches) 5 9 56

11 | Fredrick J. Adgey 6.5 9 72
(Beaches) 2.5 4| 63

12 | Robert Stewart 6 10 60
13 | Albert E. Forde 5.5 6 92
14 | J. Stuart Morrison 4 5 80
(Beaches) 3 4 75

15 | Hector H. De Mers 3.5 4 88
(Beaches) 2.5 3 83
Arthur Firth 3.5 12 29
17 | J.P. Selby 3 7 43
(Beaches) 1 3 33

18 | John C. Sanderson 2 3 67
H. A Meyers 2 4 50
C.A Graham 2 4 50
Louis H. Graham 2 5 40

B. Hannon 2 10 20

23 | H. Atkins 1 1| 100
Tudor C. James 1 1] 100
Archibald Milton 1 2 50
Archibald De Frier 1 3 33
Robinson 1 3 33

Walter Giddings 1 3 33
William E. Carswell 1 4 25

30 | N. Coran 0.5 1 50
Featherston 0.5 1 50

32 | H A Bonibard 0 1 0
W. C. Coleman 0 1 0
Peter K. Goode 0 1 0
T.H. Myers 0 1 0
J.F. H. Wyse 0 1 0
37 | Ernest G. Snell 0 2 0




After this the Beaches Club split into two, one at
St. Aidan's and the other at St. John's Norway,
eventually reuniting at St. John's. In 1926 St.
John's hosted a team from Police Station 10.

Beaches lacked depth behind veterans Crossley
and Cawkell. Wilkes now played for the
Toronto Chess Club. In the 1930s the team
championships were won by new teams from
Todmorden on Broadview, and Valleyview on
Pape. The Beaches Chess Club was never strong
enough to win again.

In 1945, J. S. Morrison on the left and J. T.
Wilkes on the right:

Globe and Mail, November 26 1945

Sl & W
J. S. Morrison, Canadian chess champion for 12

vears, participaled with seven othel
Saturday in telegraphic matches with
Here, My, Morrison makes his
William Rover. centre,
ihak on T™he referee

monrse wire

Torontoe [:l.l}"l‘\
Montreal plavers
move,. whil { ¢
and a kibitzer, J T Wilkes, right
carvies the moves o apd (rom

The 1950s Beaches Chess Club President, Hugh
Laborde, was a survivor of the World War | Halifax
explosion. Art Worth was the Club Champion, and
the Beaches team played in the B Section. In 1957,
Doug Petrie printed club bulletins. The club moved
around: Veteran's Hall on Kingston Road, Donlands
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United Church, Bowmore Road Public School,
Bellefair United Church, Kew Beach United Church,
and ended in the 1970s at the Pape Recreation
Centre on Gerrard Street. Then members transferred
to the Scarborough Chess Club on Macey Avenue,
northeast of Victoria Park and Danforth.

In 2004, the Scarborough Chess Club met in the
legion on Kingston Road east of Woodbine. Today
the Scarborough club is up on Ellesmere and
thriving, with over 100 players each Thursday.

Recently, master Roger Langen taught at Malvern,
and 1980s Toronto Champion Robert Morrison has
been active in the area.
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Daily Star April 7, 1927
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