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Celebrating the Beaches Chess Club –  

Toronto Champions 100 years ago 

by Erik Malmsten 

Presentation given at the Beaches Library February 13, 2018. 

I was an enthusiastic chess player growing up in 

the Bobby Fischer era. Back then a Gallop Poll 

revealed that 20% of Canadians played chess. In 

New City Hall, ex-Beacher John Sewell pulled 

out a chessboard during futile city council 

meetings.  

The Players and the Places They Played 

In 1972, the new Kew Beach Chess Club in the 

Beaches Library counted 50 members, although 

usually only 12 at a time. The old Beaches 

Chess Club, run by Joe Deidun Sr., was way 

over at Pape and Gerrard. BCC Champion was 

Monarch Park's Victor Dzera of Waverley 

Road, who won the large Hudson’s Bay-CKFM 

junior tournament. 

 

Spruce Hill Road schools Balmy Beach and St. 

Dennis both won city championships: 
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There were over 50 teams in the high school 

league. I played on the Malvern A team (I’m at 

the back with my hand on my chin), and we sold 

pop at school dances to pay for equipment:  

 

Malvern had a chess club with 25 members as 

early as 1931. A cartoon from the Malvern Muse 

1931: 

 

Louis Hartley Graham 

Louis Graham (of Balsam Avenue and earlier on 

Beech Avenue) was born in 1864 near 

Walkerton, Ontario. A teacher at Malvern when 

it opened in 1904, he was the Science Master 

and President of the Literary Society. In 1923, 

he became President of the Beaches Chess Club 

at St. John's Norway. Unfortunately in April 

1924, he was hit by a passing vehicle as he 

exited a car on Hannaford Street and died from a 

head injury. It would be fitting if the school had 

a chess championship trophy named after him. 

 

Charles David Lennox 

Beaches Chess Club President for the next few 

years was Charles Lennox who lived on Patricia 

Drive, southeast of Danforth and Woodbine. 

Born in Toronto in 1862, he was a member of 

the Queen's Own Rifles, played lacrosse, and 

lawn bowled for Kew Beach. He was also a 

warden of St. John's Norway and, in 1920, had 

played on the Hydro chess team. 

He and older brother Edward, both architects, 

designed City Hall, the King Edward Hotel, St. 

Paul's, and others. Was it he who placed chess 
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rooks above the Casa Loma stables? In the 

1990s the castle hosted an annual chess master 

invitational and the TDSB school chess 

championships (TPSCA President was Dale 

Davis of Bowmore Road Public School, who 

grew up on Spruce Hill Road).  

Charles A. Crompton 

From 1940 to the 1970s the Toronto Star had a 

chess column by Charles A. Crompton. It was 

later squished between the comic strip columns, 

my favourite page, so I would have seen the 

chess diagrams before learning how to play. 

Crompton lived on Scarboro Beach Boulevard. 

He was born in Liverpool, England in 1912. In 

the 1890s Liverpool claimed to have the world's 

largest chess club, with 150 members. 

Crompton played in two Canadian 

Championships and once won the Toronto 

Championship. He started as a bank clerk and 

became an accountant. 

 

Howard Frank Ridout 

Around 1970 I played in a tournament for boys 

and girls held on a weekend at Neil McNeil 

High School. I was proud to go home with a big 

wooden chessboard. The event was run by this 

guy with bushy white hair, Howard Ridout, who 

would walk down from his house off of Gerrard 

Street.  

Ridout was born northeast of Woodbine and 

Danforth in 1914. When Ridout himself was a 

teenager, he played at the Beaches Chess Club, 

walking down from Danforth and Donlands.  

Photos from his son Jack: 

 

 In a 1933 simultaneous exhibition, where one 

strong player plays many others simultaneously, 

Ridout was the only one of 34 to defeat Frank 

Marshall, the American Champion! And he did 

it in only a few moves. Ridout was a tricky 

player known for crazy openings. 
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Marshall — Ridout 

12. Bd3 Nxd4 13. 0-0 ... 

 

13... Nxf3 

Ridout played in the Canadian Championship at 

the Central Y in 1946. Here his wife Hilda 

illegally moves a piece on his board:  

 

Ridout also played in two Canadian 

Championships in Vancouver and scored well in 

speed tournaments in the US. He was friends 

with Canadian Champion Abe Yanofsky in 

Winnipeg. 

In 1964, he was the chief organizer of the 

Canadian Open in Scarborough. The 76-player 

tournament was won by Grandmaster Pal 

Benko. 

In the 1960s, Ridout would have players from 

the Scarborough Chess Club on Macey Avenue 

over to his house on Beach View Crescent.  

Ridout apparently didn't know chess master 

Rudy Draxl, Harmonie Chess Club Champion, 

who lived nearby on Golfview Avenue. 

Throughout the years he gave simultaneous 

exhibits in shopping malls and taught at schools. 

In the 1980s, Ridout organized tournaments at 

the Willowdale Chess Club. 
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In 1997, he received a North York Volunteer 

Award. The Scarborough Chess Club names an 

annual tournament after him. 

The YMCA 

Our Malvern teacher Mr. Mairo, a tournament 

player, told me about the Central YMCA Chess 

Club on College, west of Yonge. The club was 

open seven days a week and Toronto’s best 

players were in the Saturday afternoon 5-minute 

speed tournaments. By the end of the afternoon 

the cloud of cigarette smoke would burn my 

eyes and make my shirt smell.

  

The YMCA building on College opened in 

1913. On the second floor of the Y the chess 

club was at the west end, bridge room in the 

corner, then GO room, checkers room, and at 

the east end, the hall where the World Junior 

Chess Championship was played in 1957.  

 

The YMCA's logo has a red triangle 

representing the growth of all persons in spirit, 

mind and body, and chess was often part of the 

exercise of the mind. “Rational recreation” 

develops character and morality, such as fair 

play and team effort. The first completed 

Canadian Chess Championship was played in 

1873 in the first YMCA at Queen and James, 

next to where the Eaton Centre stands today.  

In 1974, the old men of the Toronto Chess Club 

merged with the larger Central Y's club to reach 

over 300 members. They brought over a couple 

of old trophies and a sign-in book. Looking 

through it I came to a page from March 10, 

1916, listing players in a simul with Frank 

Marshall.  

William Peter Cawkell 

One of the players, W. Cawkell, wrote down his 

address, 25 Spruce Hill Road, the same street 

that I lived on. In fact, the numbers had changed 

and it was the same house I grew up in! I had 

always wondered about this man, and that was 

the beginning of this project. 
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Cawkell first lived on Parliament Street then 

moved here in 1912. The house was assessed at 

$1,425.  

 

Cawkell was born in Nottinghamshire, near 

Sherwood Forest, England, in 1863. He had 

many years of experience playing on chess 

teams in England and Scotland. In 1895, he 

played on the Huddersfield A team, along with 

his father John Hancock, and they won the 

Bradford Observer Trophy: 

 

Later in Scotland, Cawkell played on the 

Glasgow Bohemians team that won the Spens 

Cup: 

 

After his parents died Cawkell moved to 

Canada.  

In the UK there was an economic downturn and 

5% of the population left, mainly to the 

colonies. It was also "the export of the 

gentlemanly order" [British Imperialism: 

Innovation and Expansion, 1688-1914, P. J. 

Cain and A. G. Hopkins, London 1993.] 
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Toronto had recruiters in England. Toronto's 

population boomed from 228,000 in 1900 to 

506,000 in 1914, and the city annexed suburbs 

including East Toronto. Ward 8 (east of 

Greenwood Avenue) continued to grow from 

34,000 in 1919 to 79,000 in 1931, with 93% of 

UK descent (32% UK born). Top religions in 

Ward 8 in 1931 were 42% Anglican, 25% 

United, 15% Presbyterian, and 9% Catholic. 

  

In 1908, Cawkell's first year in Canada, he 

played at the Toronto Chess Club but was also 

on the J. F. Brown bowling team in the 

Mercantile League (10-pin, a couple of years 

before 5-pin was invented in Toronto). 

  

In 1916, Cawkell became the Secretary of the 

Canadian Furniture Manufacturers Association. 
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Cawkell was one of the best players in the 

Beach, and, in January 1917, the Daily Star 

published the moves of his tie in a simul with 

the Canadian Champion John Stuart Morrison at 

the Central YMCA. Few local games were 

published and it wasn’t until 1933, at age 70, 

that he finally had his only published win. 

In the 1921 Toronto Championship, Cawkell set 

a Canadian record for the longest game – 12.5 

hours, played over several evenings. He lost to 

Malcolm Sim, the new Evening Telegram chess 

and checkers columnist who had refused to 

publish a Cawkell crushing win over a weak 

player. Sim lived near Broadview and Queen 

and his day job was delivering milk.  

 

Cawkell was active as a chess organizer: 

President of the Beaches Chess Club, the 

Toronto Chess League, and later, in 1924 and 

25, the Toronto Chess Club. After his wife 

Annie died he remarried Mary, a much younger 

woman, and moved a little west to Pine 

Crescent. He became President of the Balmy 

Beach Club, lawn bowled, and donated his ping-

pong table to the club. He was also an officer of 

the Ontario Rugby Football Union. 

Kenneth Cawkell  

Cawkell’s son Kenneth, called “Scotty” because 

he was born in Scotland, was a top athlete at De 

La Salle, an Inter-Collegiate Handball 

Champion, and played in the Beaches Softball 

League. In rugby football, he was on the 

winning 1921 Canadian Junior team, St. 

Aidan's, along with Ted Reeve. Scotty was then 

the Captain of the 1927 Balmy Beach Grey Cup 

winning team. 

 

That Grey Cup game was broadcast, likely a 

first, on the Daily Star's radio station with play-

by-play by Foster Hewitt. Moving pictures of 

the game against the Hamilton Tigers were 

shown at the Beach Theatre, on Queen, west of 

Waverley, which closed in 1970 (now the Beach 

Mall). Scotty couldn’t attend, as he and Malvern 

grad Yip Foster were playing professional 

hockey in Massachusetts. 
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Scotty was also the Manager of the 1930 Balmy 

Beach winning team and later a baseball umpire. 

He lived for three decades on Queen at Victoria 

Park Avenue and is a member of the Balmy 

Beach Sports Hall of Fame. 

1907 East Toronto map: 

John Wesley Beynon 

I think John W. Beynon influenced William 

Cawkell’s move to the Beach. The City 

Directory of 1905 lists Beynon in Balmy Beach, 

then in 1908 on Queen, across from Spruce 

Avenue (Spruce Hill Road). 
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Beynon was born in 1841, a son of Reverend 

George Beynon from Ireland, a father of 

Canadian Methodism. Beynon was a barrister in 

Brampton, a Sunday school superintendent, and 

a Conservative candidate. While living in 

Brampton, he had played in the Dominion Chess 

Championship in Orillia in 1897.  

In December 1908, he played in the Dominion 

Championship in Toronto, losing all his games. 

But, nonetheless, he was probably the first 

Beacher to play in the national chess 

championship. He’s in the first row, second 

from the left. His nephew Percy is in the back 

row, second from the right: 

 

Earlier in March 1908 John W. Beynon was 

elected Curator of the Toronto Chess Club's new 

quarters above a bank on the northwest corner 

of King and Jarvis.  

Frank Percy Beynon 

Beynon’s son Donald played as did nephews 

Frank Percy and John H., and his older half-

brother George W. In 1909 Percy took over as 

Curator, probably responsible for duties like 

setting up and putting away the chess pieces (the 

space was also used as a checkers club). 

In 1908, Percy became Toronto's first-ever 

Junior Champion and, in 1911, Percy won the 

Toronto Championship. He moved to New York 

as a chess professional, but returned to enlist 

and died at the front in a battle with the 

retreating Germans. A chess biography of his 

time in New York was written by Olimpiu G. 

Urcan in 2010 at ChessCafe.com. 

 

The City Directory listed Percy's mother Marie 

Edith as an authoress. Many Methodists had 

reading circles, and I found her book from 1897 

online: Saints, Sinners and Queer People. She 

actually mentioned chess: 

A funny thing happened at the close of 

the wedding service, that's where the 

all-important kiss comes in, you know. 

Bertram forgot about the people who 

were standing around, and he kissed 

me not once or twice but half-a-dozen 

times quite ravenously, just as he does 

when no one is looking. I don't know 

how long he would have kept it up if I 

hadn't freed one corner of my mouth 

and said ‘check!’ He is a chess player, 

and that word straightened him up in 

an instant. 
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Hector Henri De Mers 

In October 1915, in the Toronto Chess Club’s 

new quarters in the St. James Parish House at 

Church and Adelaide, the executive was elected 

and the new enthusiastic Publication Agent was 

“Beacherite” Hector Henri De Mers. 

De Mers immediately started a small chess 

column in The Toronto Daily Star that 

competed with the more detailed, mainly 

international chess news in the Globe by 

previous Publication Agent Malcolm Sim. De 

Mers’ chess column in the Star petered out in 

1917 and came back briefly in 1926 and 1932. 

He wrote over 150 articles on chess, as well as 

apparently some on Quebec. He reported on the 

events of the Beaches Chess Club and listed the 

names of locals who solved his chess problems, 

such as Sammy McDermott of Malvern Avenue. 

So it's thanks to Heck De Mers that I've 

uncovered records of this local history. 

 

De Mers was born in Quebec in 1881. He was a 

member of the Toronto Swimming Club and 

won the Canadian Fancy Diving Champion at 

Hanlan's Point in 1904. He is the high diver top 

left: 

 

He married Mary when they were working at a 

business school in Sault Ste. Marie. She was 

from the Port Union area of Scarborough. In 

1908, he was the Principal of a business school 

in the Junction area. 

As a promoter, in 1919, he was the first to drop 

flyers from a plane over Scarboro Beach.  

In the late 1920s, he moved back to Montreal to 

work at a school there and returned to Toronto 

in the late 1950s. 

One granddaughter remembers her grandparents 

playing chess at the kitchen table and grandma 

was the better player; She had played in a  
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Women's Championship in Montreal in 1951. 

In 1913, they lived on Waverley Road and in 

1914-16 they were living at 88 Kew Beach; 

Hector's occupation Manager, Toronto Window 

Cleaning, a residential cleaning company. Note, 

not Kew Beach Avenue but Kew Beach, where 

the tennis courts are now:

 

Hector taught swimming at the Eaton camp in 

Victoria Park: 

 

On September 1918, at St. John's Hall, De Mers 

was voted in as Secretary of the East End 

Ratepayers Association and he soon had his 

name in the paper when he announced that he 

had secured five carloads of coal for ratepayers. 

He became publisher of the new weekly The 

Ratepayer. 

In 1919, De Mers tried running for mayor, but 

was disqualified as the residence he rented on 

Waverley had too low an assessment by $50 

($1,950). In 1920, now registered at the house 

he bought on Columbine Avenue, assessed at 

$2,732 (now both houses are worth $1 million), 

he ran for Alderman for Ward 8 and lost. In 

1925 he moved to the top of Waverley and in 

1929 to Victoria Park Avenue. His daughter 

Hectorine (Rene Livingston) was listed as a 

teacher at Balmy Beach and lived on Hubbard, 

then Silver Birch before moving to Halifax. 
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De Mers also made metal clocks using only an 

awl and hammer and won first prize at the CNE  

in 1917. Here is a 1957-ish photo of Hector and 

Mary with a grandfather clock he made:

 

Founding of the Beaches Chess Club 

On Thursday, November 25, 1915 the first 

meeting of the Beaches Chess Club was held in 

the Kew Beach Lawn Bowling Club, at Lee and 

Lake Front. Circa 1903 the Kew Beach Lawn 

Bowling Club had 300 members.  

This historic postcard is a view from where the 

Leuty lifeguard station is today. The club was in 

the castle-like building to the left: 
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The Beaches Chess Club opening night event 

was a simultaneous by Anglican Reverend 

Francis Morgan Dean, President of the Toronto 

Chess League.  

Ernest and Walter Snell 

Two keen players were Ernest G. Snell and 

Walter Giddings. Ernest and his family lived 

above the Walter J. Snell grocery store on the 

south side of Queen, west of Lee; Giddings also 

worked in the store. In 1927, Walter Snell 

replaced his store with the Kew Park Mansions.  

Walter Snell had a bakery and lodge hall up on 

Main Street at Gerrard. He donated a silver 

shield for the Beaches Chess Club Champion, 

first won by John T. Wilkes. 

Herbert Chamberlain Hopkins 

Herbert Hopkins was a good player who held up 

the bottom board of the Beaches team. He was 

born in 1876 in Leicestershire, England, and 

owned a shoe repair shop at 2224 Queen, 

between Beech and Spruce Hill, one door east of 

the apartment building. His family lived above 

his store. His wife, Elizabeth, was a florist. 

Before that, Hopkins' shop was briefly at the 

northwest corner of Balsam and Queen, and in 

1909 he lived on Lee Avenue. During the war 

leather was directed to military use, so he had to 

make old shoes last.  

In 1916, from a little east of Woodbine to 

Scarborough Beach, there were 90 stores to 50 

residential houses. Six butchers and five shoe 

stores. Balmy Beach had about 35 businesses to 

45 houses. Along Queen, there were six Chinese 

dry cleaners (the Chinese Head tax prevented 

women from being brought from China). 
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Beaches Joins Toronto Chess League 

The Toronto Chess League expanded from 

Toronto, Central YMCA (in their new building 

on College Street), and Varsity (University of 

Toronto) to include new teams from Beaches, 

Parliament, and the West End YMCA (College 

and Dovercourt, opened in 1912). To make it 

competitive, masters weren’t allowed. 

1915-16 Toronto Chess League 

 Total 

Central Y 4 

Beaches 3 

West End Y 3 

Toronto 2.5 

Parliament 2 

Varsity 0.5 

 

Beaches lost their first match to Parliament .5-

4.5, but in their last match defeated the Central 

Y, the tournament winners, 4-1. The season was 

a success as the league was competitive, with 

five of the six teams scoring 50% in individual 

games. The closing banquet was held at the 

West End Y and featured an orchestra. De Mers 

brought his daughter Hectorine and the boy next 

door and the kids played "hide and seek" chess. 

The Beaches Club moved east to the Masonic 

Temple on Balsam Avenue, south of Queen. 

The Temple was designed by Charles Fredrick 

Wagner, who also did the Waverley Baptist 

Church, Kew Beach Presbyterian Church on 

Wineva Avenue, and the house on the northwest 

corner of Balsam and Pine. Wagner was also a 

judge at the Balmy Beach Success Club 

regattas. 

 

The Temple opened in 1907 and in 1914 

boasted 225 members. Community groups such 

as the Beaches Red Cross and a branch of the 

Hambourg Conservatory of Music used the 

space. The Temple was closed in May 1962 and 

burned down after a wedding in November 

1966. 
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There were changes to the Beaches Club for the 

second season. Cawkell became President, 

Harry Lane Secretary, and John Wilkes team 

captain. These players, plus the kid Thomas 

Crossley and Herbert Hopkins on Queen, likely 

practised together as they lived within a block of 

each other and the new club. Perhaps Cawkell 

shared some chess books from England? They 

were the core members of the team with 120 

wins over seven seasons. 

 

In 1917 the Toronto Chess League expanded to 

two sections so that more players could 

participate, including the masters. But both the 

Central YMCA and Varsity had fewer players 

available. The Y became a training centre for 

men who didn't pass the military physical. The 

University cancelled all sports and their fields 

were used for marching drills. The Conservative 

federal government introduced conscription in 

August and the “temporary” Income War Tax in 

September. And some women could now vote. 

 



 
17 

 

1916-17 Toronto Chess League 

 Total 

Beaches 9 

Parliament 5.5 

Toronto 5.5 

West End Y 5 

Varsity 4.5 

Central Y 0.5 

 

Each team played each other twice. 

1916-17 Beaches Chess Club, TCL 

Champions 

  

Average 

Board # Won Total 

Perc 

ent 

Unfi

nish

ed 

William Cawkell 1.2 2.5 3 83 +2 

John Wilkes 1.8 4.5 5 90 - 

Harry Lane 3.4 1 4 25 +1 

Edward Merrill 3.8 2 2 100 +3 

Herbert Hopkins 4.8 3 4 75 - 

C. A. Graham 5 1 1 100 * 

* - No medal 

 

William Cawkell and John Wilkes were 

undefeated on the top boards while Herbert 

Hopkins and Edward Merrill were excellent on 

the bottom boards. Only Harry Lane had a 

negative score.  

Edward Belden Merrill 

Edward Merrill of Kingswood Road was the 

slowest player,  as often his games were not 

finished (A judge would later decide the result). 

Merrill later became an engineer for the new 

Toronto Hydro and in 1920 played the top board 

on their chess team. 

Parliament won the B section. Players on the 

Beaches B Team were Thomas Crossley, C. A. 

Graham, Robinson, Walter Gidding, Arthur 

Firth, and Ernest Snell. 

 

John Thomas Wilkes 

John Wilkes, born in Ontario in 1884, lived on 

Pine Terrace, east of Beech Avenue, from 1912-

16 with his wife Martha and two children. He 

worked for piano manufacturers and after 1914 

for Gerhard Heintzman who only made one 

model of piano, for home use. In 1922, he lived 

on Main Street north of Danforth, then in 1930 

Blantyre and Kingston Road, then up Victoria 

Park Avenue. 

 

Wilkes played more team games than any other 

Beach player, scoring at least 30 out of 43 

games. He often played in the simuls, on the 

East of Yonge Street vs. West of Yonge 

matches, and on Toronto teams that travelled to 
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Hamilton. His only game published was a win 

against a Hamilton player in 1925. He won 

several handicap tournaments where the 

stronger player starts the game with one less 

piece. 

Harry Jabez Lane 

Harry Lane became the new contact person for 

the Beaches Chess Club. He was born in 1883 in 

England and married Maud. In 1916, they lived 

at Pine Terrace, then in 1919, moved to 

Fernwood Park where they lived for over 40 

years. His Harry J. Lane Studios Ltd. was on 

King Street West and, after 1946, he was a 

commercial artist for Rapid Grip and Batten.  

Lane won the Beaches Championship, a gold 

medal and the Snell's trophy. He defeated 

Morrison in a simul at the Beaches Club in 

November 1917. In 1918, he was elected 

Secretary-Treasurer of the Toronto Chess 

League, and in 1919, the Vice-President. He 

placed high in the 1920 Dominion 

Championship in Toronto. 

 

December 1916 saw the largest-ever number of 

players in a Toronto city championship: 72 

including 6 from the Beach. Lane was the 

eventual winner in late 1917, winning over 

James Mavor of the U of T (Shaw named a 

character in the play Candida after him).  

 

He, his brother, and a co-worker escaped a fire: 
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Norman Doug Lane 

In 1919, Lane's first son Norman was born. 

Norm, good at geometry, studied to become a 

Doctor of Mathematics and taught at McMaster 

University. He lost an eye when he was a 

teenager but was able to paddle for Balmy 

Beach and at the 1948 Olympics in London won 

a Bronze Medal in the C-1 10,000 metres, 

taking just over an hour:

  

Kenneth Ralph Lane 

Lane's younger son Kenneth, born in 1923, went 

to the 1952 Olympics in Finland and won a 

Silver Medal with Don Hawgood in the C-2 

10,000 metres:

 

He won 14 Gold Medals in international 

competitions. He was an active canoeing official 

for 55 years and edited the Canadian Paddle 

magazine. In the 1980s he was a Canadian 

Squash Senior Champion. He also lawn bowled, 

golfed and was a duplicate bridge player. He 

was elected as a member of the Balmy Beach 

Sports Hall of Fame and Canadian Olympic Hall 

of Fame, and received a Queen's Jubilee Award 

for volunteer service. 

John Stuart Morrison 

In November 1917, Beaches new team line-up 

had top scorer Wilkes knocked down to third 

board, with Toronto Champion Lane on second, 

and Canadian Champion J. S. Morrison on 

Board 1! Bringing in a ringer? No, Morrison 

actually lived here! His mother Mary briefly 

moved to Scarborough Road (Her other son had 

just died at Vimy Ridge).  

Morrison grew up in the west end. His father 

Adam, once the Principal of Bond School and 

later a teacher at Lansdowne School, died in 

1908. His father gave up chess for checkers 

early on. Morrison learned chess from books in 

1907 and got lessons at lunchtime at work, the 

Toronto Engraving Co., from co-worker Alfred 

Hunter of the Toronto Chess Club. 
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Morrison on the left is playing American 

Champion Marshall while looking on are the 

bearded Anglican Right Rev. Bishop W. D. 

Reeve and Rev. F. M. Dean. 

At only 19, Morrison won his first of many the 

Toronto Champions, last in 1945. He was also a 

five-time Canadian Champion.  

He regularly played in international tournaments 

and was ranked in the top 100 in the world. 

Several of his games have been published in 

books such as Chess Fundamentals by World 

Champion Jose Capablanca. In September 1918, 

in Chicago, he had a brilliant win over Edward 

Lasker, defending champion of the event. In 

1922, in London, he won a game against future 

World Champion Max Euwe. He was top board 

on Canada's first Olympiad team in 1939. 

 

1917-18 Toronto Chess League 

 Total 

Beaches 9.5 

Parliament 9 

Judea 7 

West End Y 5.5 

Toronto 5 

University 4 

Central Y 2 

The Beaches win was reported on in both 

British Chess Magazine and American Chess 

Bulletin. Perhaps not as big news locally as 

Toronto defeating Vancouver for their first 

Stanley Cup. 

 

Miss Florence Spragge won the Women 

Championship. She was a long-term member of 

the Toronto Chess Club Executive and also 

played bridge, tennis, and golf. 

A new prize for top individual score was 

donated by Robert G. Hunter of the Central 

YMCA – and he ended up winning it! 
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1917-18 Beaches Chess Club, TCL 

Champions 

  

Avg 

Bd # Won 

Tota

l 

Perc 

ent 

Unfini

shed 

Stuart Morrison 1 3 4 75 +2 

Harry Lane 2 6 9 67 +2 

John Wilkes 3 6 9 67 +1 

William Cawkell 3.1 6.5 9 72 +1 

Edward Merrill 3.9 3 6 50 +4 

Thomas Crossley 5.6 7.5 10 75 - 

Herbert Hopkins 5.8 3.5 5 70 - 

N Coran  0.5 1 50 * 

 Featherston  0.5 1 50 * 

* - No medal 

Thomas Crossley 

Young Thomas Crossley advanced from the B 

team and became a top scorer on the A team.  

Crossley was born in Essex, England, in 1893, 

where he learned chess at age 15. In 1915, he 

likely lived on Woodbine Avenue, north of 

Queen. He worked as a bookkeeper, his father a 

janitor. But his older half-brother Charles Arthur 

Crossley, cigar maker, lived on Pine Terrace, 

between the houses of Lane and Wilkes. It's 

likely that on visits they improved his play. 

 

In 1921 Crossley became the office manager of 

the Furniture Manufacturers Association, 

working with Cawkell. He and his wife Adah 

moved to Walter and Kingston and later became 

part of Johnson, Crossley and McComb. They 

then moved to Leaside, but he still attended the 

club. 

Crossley went on a winning streak of 17 straight 

serious games in 1917. He was Beach 

Champion in 1918 and for most years after. 

Throughout the 1930s he was President of the 

Beaches Chess Club and Vice-President of the 

Toronto Chess League. In 1957, the Beaches 

Chess Club awarded him an Honorary Life 

Membership. 
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Balmy Beach Club 

In April 1918, the Beaches Chess Club moved 

to the Balmy Beach Club to unite chess and 

checker players. De Mers noted that there were 

10 checker players for every chess player in the 

city.  

Balmy Beach Club was ranked the top paddling 

club in Canada in 1915, but membership had 

dropped as the paddlers enlisted. 

The Balmy Beach clubhouse opened in 1905. 

The Balmy Beach Recreation Association met at 

the Spruce Avenue fire hall to organize the 

annual street fair, including a dog show, which 

raised funds for the construction. 

After a fire in April 1915, an additional floor 

was added. Activities such as chess, bridge, or 

euchre were played in the Board Room. The 

Ukulele Club had weekly dance and card nights.  

Every September saw over 100 rinks in the 

Balmy Beach Labour Day lawn bowling 

tournament. Other Balmy Beach activities 

included sailing, swimming, lawn tennis, 

hockey, rugby, baseball (bachelors vs. married 

men), range shooting (off of Eastern Avenue), 

and 5-pin bowling. A few years later badminton 

was added. 

The Harriers from the West End YMCA (Queen 

and Dovercourt) trained on the beach and helped 

develop athletes at the Balmy Beach Club. And 

that's perhaps why that might be the YMCA 

triangle in the Balmy Beach logo [The History 

of the Balmy Beach Club by Kevin McConnell 

2012.]
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Scarboro Beach Park  

It was unusual to have chess in the summer, but 

De Mers worked on a big event at the Scarboro 

Beach Park.  

The amusement park divided Kew and Balmy 

Beaches. It was 42 acres with 1,000 diversions: 

a roller coaster, Tunnel of Love, Shoot the 

Chutes, re-creation of the San Francisco 

Earthquake, and music including Italian 

bandleader D'Urbano and the Black quartet 

Harmony Kings [The Boardwalk Album: 

Memories of the Beach by Barbaranne Boyer, 

Boston Mills Press, Erin 1985.] 

In 1918, a big attraction was the return of Harry 

Flying Melville who would parachute from a hot 

air balloon. Sometimes he landed among 

picnickers in Kew Gardens.  

There were also Captain Schell's performing 

lions, the Helkvists Famous Fire Divers, and the 

Four Portia Sisters who were French gymnasts 

and contortionists. There was always lacrosse 

and baseball.  

Special events included a picnic raising $410 for 

prisoners of war, a costumed bicycle parade 

from City Hall, and a 200-car parade taking 

1,000 orphans to the fair. The Toronto Kennel 

Club had 150 dogs in their show, won by a 

Maltese terrier, followed by Whippet races. 

Many of the amusements were provided by 

Americans who had experience at the Coney 

Island amusement park. Nathan Louis 

Nathanson arrived in 1907 and claimed to 

introduce the first ice cream cone to Toronto (at 

Scarboro Beach). He went on to be the first 

President of Famous Players cinema chain. 

The aerial photo shows the sports field and 

roller coaster, the boardwalk is below while 

visible north of Queen are the streets Wineva 

(with church), Hammersmith, and Glen Manor:
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People would dress up for a church or lodge 

picnic. Perhaps the boardwalk reminded the 

English immigrants of walking along the 

promenade of their seaside resorts, such as 

Brighton, Blackpool, or Scarborough. In the 

evenings there were outdoor movies, and under 

the lighted tower 400-500 boats could be in the 

water. In August of 1918, the temperature went 

over 100ºF (38 Celsius). Bathing suits could be 

rented. Locals avoided the area, preferring to 

paddle over to the Scarborough Bluffs.  

 

Morrison had suggested a living game where the 

chess pieces were acted out by people. De Mers 

organized it at Scarboro Beach Park and it was 

seen by 2,000 people in the sports field stands.  

A band played as the children in costumes took 

the field—some of the pawns were in 

kindergarten! De Mers' two daughters were 

pieces and the Black King was played by a 

McKnight. The game replayed was a famous 

one by American Paul Morphy in 1858 that was 

only 17 moves long. Every time a piece was 

taken Miss Dorothy MacGregor of the Girl 

Guides would blow a bugle, that would have 

been 12 times. 

The pieces also crammed together to form a 

sort-of-cat shape, a famous chess problem of 

mate in 4 moves by Sam Lloyd, 1888. 

After the living pieces there was a match with a 

team of players who lived East of Yonge, 

captained by Cawkell, defeating the team West 

of Yonge for the Scarboro Chess Shield, 7.5-2.5. 

There has also been Living Chess in 1879 in the 

Grand Opera House, 1931 at Hanlan's Point, in 

1966 at the CNE with real horses, and in 1985 at 

Nathan Phillips Square with politicians among 

the pieces. My favourite was in 1984 at 

Harbourfront with Theatresports comedians as 

the pieces taunting each other.
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De Mers organized living chess again at 

Scarboro Beach in 1923. This photo, recently 

discovered by his descendants, is from then.  

Beaches Chess Club and Toronto Chess 

League (Post-war) 

The 1918-19 TCL season started after the end of 

the war on Nov. 11. Morrison didn't play as he 

was in a masters' tournament in New York. 

Beaches had a bad start, losing to U of T (who 

had a chess room in the new Hart House). At the 

end of January Beaches lost another match, 3-1 

to Judea, and that was enough to lose the 

championship to Judea of Kensington Market.  

1918-19 Toronto Chess League 

 Total (est) 

Judea 10 

Beaches 9 

Parliament 5.5 

Toronto 5.5 

University 5.5 

Central Y 5.5 

West End Y 1 

 

Judea also won the Bishop Reeve Trophy in the 

B section. The Beaches B team included 

William Carswell, Edward Merrill, B. Hannon, 

Robert Stewart, and W. C. Coleman. 

 Reporting of the results dropped off and there 

was no table of the final results. But Beaches 

new First Board Sydney Gale won the Hunter 

Prize for top individual score. 

Sydney Eugene Gale 

Gale was born in British Guinea circa 1889, and 

was their local champion who wrote a chess 

column. He had three games published in the 

British Chess Magazine. He arrived in Toronto 

in 1912 and quickly became the Toronto 

Champion and again in 1916 and 1922. He had 

the most wins in the biannual Toronto – 

Hamilton matches, scoring 8 to 4. He played 

fast and won the 1934 Canadian Rapid Transit 

Tournament (ten seconds a move). He was a 

mathematician and accountant for Imperial Oil, 

often working in Hamilton. He was married and 

had a daughter who was born in Scarborough in 

1940. 
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The 1919-20 season took a break for the 

Dominion Victory Chess Tourney, held at the 

Toronto Chess Club. Gale was the Secretary of 

the organizing committee. James Moncur of 

Hamilton donated $30 for two brilliancy prizes 

and De Mers offered a $5 prize for the shortest 

game. The closing banquet was at the Ontario 

Club, 16 Wellington Street. 

Defending Champion Morrison, working in 

Alberta, couldn't make it due to illness. Gale lost 

a game to R.A.F. Sergeant William W. Robson, 

resulting in a tie for first place with Captain 

John B. Harvey, a student at U of T. But Gale 

won their tie-breaking match 2-0, the $100 First 

Prize, and the First Brilliancy Prize. Robson was 

third.  

 

Harvey — Gale 

21. Nf3 ... 

 

21... Ng6!! 
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Harry Lane tied with Malcolm Sim, who was 

dealing with his mother's death. They each won 

a print of the painting claiming to be from 1603, 

“Shakespeare and Ben Jonson at Chess.” 

Gale drew Alexander Alekhine at the Central Y 

in 1924 and defeated Alekhine, now World 

Champion, in the Eaton Auditorium in 

November 1932. 

1919-20 Toronto Chess League 

 Total (est) 

Beaches 11.5 

Judea 10 

West End Y 7 

Chevrons 6.5 

University 3.5 

St. James 2 

Central Y 1.5 

 

Beaches won the Holt Shield team prize and 

Parliament won the Bishop Reeve Trophy for 

the B Section. Thomas Crossley won the Hunter 

prize for top individual score. 

1919-20 Beaches Chess Club, TCL 

Champions 

(missing 1 result) 

Board 

# score Total Percent  

Sydney Gale 1 3 7 43  

Harry Lane 2.1 4.5 8 56  

William Cawkell 2.7 7.5 11 68  

Albert Forde 2.7 5.5 6 92  

Thomas Crossley 3.8 9.5 11 86  

John Wilkes 4.8 7 11 64  

Herbert Hopkins 5.9 7 9 78  

W. A. Taylor 1 1 1 100 * 

H. Atkins 6 1 1 100 * 

Robert Stewart 6 1 1 100 * 

* No medal 

Albert Ezra Forde 

A strong new Beaches player was Albert Forde, 

CNR payroll chief clerk living on Elmer 

Avenue. In 1917, he had won a tournament at 

the Toronto Chess Club. In 1926, the CNR 

accounting office had a 10-player tournament at 

lunchtimes. In 1934, Forde became President of 

the Toronto Chess Club, and, in 1939, he 

worked at the CNIB, as he was blind. But he 

could still play chess on a special board with a 

hole in each square to hold the peg of a piece. 

Instead of colours, one side's pieces had a bump 

on the top. 

Another new team in the B Division was Hydro. 

The Beaches B team included B. Hannon, W. A. 

Taylor, Fredrick Adgey, Archibald DeFries, 

William Carswell, Robert Stewart, Louis 

Graham, Peter K. Goode, and Arthur Firth.  

A team composed of veterans was first called 

the Red Triangle Club. They met at the YMCA 

at Queen and Victoria. They renamed as the 

Chevrons and competed in both A and B 

sections. 

 

In 1920-21 Judean won for the second time, but 

there wasn't any local chess column with the 

standings.  

Wilkes was the highest Beacher, scoring 6 out 

of 8. 
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William Wilson Robson  

The new Beaches First Board was William 

Robson who won the 1921 City Championship. 

On the Chevrons team he had scored five out of 

seven. Born in England, he learned chess at a 

young age and was the Newcastle Champion.  

Robson came to Canada in 1913 at age 25 and 

in August 1914 enlisted in the 9th Battalion. In 

1918, he defeated a London master, a feat that 

was published in the London Field. He was the 

only member of the Canadian Convalescent 

Chess Club team to win a game. He lived on 

Centre Island, and died in 1939. 

 

Beaches Team Players 1915-22 

   Score T % 

1 John T. Wilkes 30 43 70 

2 Thomas Crossley 27 37 73 

3 Herbert C. Hopkins 22.5 32 70 

 William P. Cawkell 22.5 35 64 

5 Harry J. Lane 18.5 34 54 

6 William W. Robson 10.5 16 66 

 (Beaches)  5.5 9 61 

7 W. A. Taylor 8 14 57 

 Sydney E. Gale 8 14 57 

 (Beaches)  7 12 58 

9 Hubert T. Weston 7.5 11 68 

 (Beaches)  2.5 5 50 

10 Edward B. Merrill 7 16 44 

 (Beaches)  5 9 56 

11 Fredrick J. Adgey 6.5 9 72 

 (Beaches)  2.5 4 63 

12 Robert Stewart 6 10 60 

13 Albert E. Forde 5.5 6 92 

14 J. Stuart Morrison 4 5 80 

 (Beaches)  3 4 75 

15 Hector H. De Mers 3.5 4 88 

 (Beaches)  2.5 3 83 

 Arthur Firth 3.5 12 29 

17 J. P. Selby 3 7 43 

 (Beaches)  1 3 33 

18 John C. Sanderson 2 3 67 

 H. A. Meyers 2 4 50 

 C. A. Graham 2 4 50 

 Louis H. Graham 2 5 40 

 B. Hannon 2 10 20 

23 H. Atkins 1 1 100 

 Tudor C. James 1 1 100 

 Archibald Milton 1 2 50 

 Archibald De Frier 1 3 33 

  Robinson 1 3 33 

 Walter Giddings 1 3 33 

 William E. Carswell 1 4 25 

30 N. Coran 0.5 1 50 

  Featherston 0.5 1 50 

32 H. A. Bonibard 0 1 0 

 W. C. Coleman 0 1 0 

 Peter K. Goode 0 1 0 

 T. H. Myers 0 1 0 

 J. F. H. Wyse 0 1 0 

37 Ernest G. Snell 0 2 0 
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After this the Beaches Club split into two, one at 

St. Aidan's and the other at St. John's Norway, 

eventually reuniting at St. John's. In 1926 St. 

John's hosted a team from Police Station 10. 

Beaches lacked depth behind veterans Crossley 

and Cawkell. Wilkes now played for the 

Toronto Chess Club. In the 1930s the team 

championships were won by new teams from 

Todmorden on Broadview, and Valleyview on 

Pape. The Beaches Chess Club was never strong 

enough to win again. 

In 1945, J. S. Morrison on the left and J. T. 

Wilkes on the right: 

 

The 1950s Beaches Chess Club President, Hugh 

Laborde, was a survivor of the World War I Halifax 

explosion. Art Worth was the Club Champion, and 

the Beaches team played in the B Section. In 1957, 

Doug Petrie printed club bulletins. The club moved 

around: Veteran's Hall on Kingston Road, Donlands 

United Church, Bowmore Road Public School, 

Bellefair United Church, Kew Beach United Church, 

and ended in the 1970s at the Pape Recreation 

Centre on Gerrard Street. Then members transferred 

to the Scarborough Chess Club on Macey Avenue, 

northeast of Victoria Park and Danforth. 

In 2004, the Scarborough Chess Club met in the 

legion on Kingston Road east of Woodbine. Today 

the Scarborough club is up on Ellesmere and 

thriving, with over 100 players each Thursday. 

Recently, master Roger Langen taught at Malvern, 

and 1980s Toronto Champion Robert Morrison has 

been active in the area. 
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